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The troffic plon ot tha
B&M Bridge Station
emphasizes effickant flow
(from upper right}, yet
sacure inspection arsos
for exceptional coses

A BULLET-PROOF WELCOME

By Matalye Appel

HETHER ONE TRAVELS 0N FOOT or by car or truck or bus, whether alome
w::-v carrying other people or goods, the one nearty inevitable commonal-

ity of a trip across the border is an encounter with at least one of the
federal agencies that control this threshold into Texas. From Brownsville s Kl Paso,
in bustling tourist towns like Laredo and haunting relics like Roma and Rio Grande
City, most citizens from both sides af the Rin Grande make relatively voutine cross-
ings, stopping only briefly ar U.S. Border Stations, which are typically designed o
reflect the fairly simple procedures involved. Inside each Border Station, howsing L5,
Customs, the linmigraton and Nawralization Servive {INS), and the U.5. Depart-
ment of Agriculure (USDA) and Border Patral Statinn, headquarrers of the ULS.
Brrder Patrol, however, are extremely serions apprehension and desention facilities,
assuting an extended, labyrinthine detour for these who are exceptions to the routinge.
Furchermore, the INS runs its awn detention eenters at separate sites for illegal aliens
who face possible deporation.

In the past few years, the Reagan and Bush administrarions have seen the passage
of the Tmmigration Reform Act and an increasing escalation of the su-called *War on
Dirugs," bath of which kave increased demands on immigration and customs officials,
Adldl to this the thriving mageibsdors, or tein-plant, system of assembling U.5.-made
components in Mexico, and the swelling wraffic has made the existing border control
facilities inadequate to handle current traffic and policy needs. The General Services
Administration and the Iepartment of Justice are addressing the situation with an
Jmbitious constroction program throughout the border region from Texss w Cali-
fisenia. In Texas alone, over $63 million in federal fands has been allotted o baild

several totally new Border Sations and to update, ex-

Architects of border stations face an  pand, or replace 20 existing stations, According t Jim

obvious dilemma: representing both

King, Chicef of Project Management for the GSAs De-
sign and Construction Dhivision, most of the seheduled

the strength of U.5. immigration projects will go inen conserucrion by year’s end. Others,

and anti-drug pelicy and the

such as an import-oriented station for the new §10-
million International Bridge scheduled to open in 1991

welcome of the world’s melting pot.  (linking Monterrey, Mesicn, to the US. via Calumbia,
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Muevo Lean, and Dolores, Texas, 16 miles northwest of
Lareda), are in the works.

Among these prajects are two that have becn designated as protorypical by their
clients: B&M Bridge Station in Brownsville, and the Eagle Pass Border Patrol Station,
While scrving different user groups and fanctions, both building ypes have several
things in common, including temporary detention facilities and a great deal of high-
security construction. Interestingly enough, the primary issues of control {locking-in
versus locking-out) and the interception of unwanted people and goods (guns guing
gut and drugs coming in) are not overtly mentioned nearly as often as those of ex-
pediting traffic flow and projecting a positive image that fits in with the character of
regional architecture. There is an obvious dlilenarma i a boilding that must represent
bath the strength of U5, immigration and ant-drug policy and the weleoime of the
world’s melting pat; perhaps these two examples can provide some insight into how
this can be best solved today

B&M Bridge Station, Brownsville

“THIE BaeM BRIDGE, the old-timers' favorite crossing in Brownsville, was ariginally buadlt
fior the railroad but now accommdates two vehiealar lanes. Located st the eomer of
Mexico Steet and Sam Perl Boulevard, which leads into the old heatt of Brownsville,
the site is actually on land reclaimed from che Rio Grande Hoesd plain for the now-
defanct Amigoland complex. The new border smtian, by the joint-venture team of
RinGroup Architects and Planners, Joneskell Architects, and Jasmine Engineering, has
been bid and awarded to 2 contracror but not yer begun. Tt will inclade an adminis-
tration building with matching primary amd secondary inspection canapies, and an



Top: The B&M station’s
administration building is
foced in imeshone
trimmad buff brick typical
of the ared, evaking (en
s U5, focade) WPA-ara
civie architeciure.

Middle: The automobile
inspection canegy is
specially squipped te
protect inspectars from
exhaust fumes that could
aceumulare despite an

18-foot vertieal dearancs.

Four-by-aight-foot boaths
are eopoble of stopping
magnrum-caliber gunfire.

Bottam: The aodministration
building has distinct work
oreas arranged olong the
pedestrion flow past (1)
IMS, {2} U.5. Customs, and
(3] usDA, with shored
spoces (4] ho the rear.
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BORDER

Facing page: The Border
Patral Station in Eagle
Pass is orgonized aleng
an east-west axis
perpendicular to the
highreray, ollocering i to
stretch along the slope in
a formal arongemant
reminiscent of U.5. Army
forts of the 19th century.

Above and dght: The
stafian’s red metal reafs,
white concrets block,
and shaded entries recall
shupto-and-tile hodendas
of the border region.
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impeart building with muck inspection docks, all in the
limesmne-trimmed boff brick typical of the border area.

Tking their coes fram the best civic architecture of the

Souch Texas region, RinGroup, the design architect
]1:;|_d:.|1:__r th juint venture for this station, give the maim
facades the fecling of good WEA-era work. The ad-
ministration and inspection facalitics, with dheir i|:|iT-;:|'|l_'|.|.
myeral roods, 5'““.1-‘. with the Efﬁﬂil—'l'lflj.' dﬁigﬂ-&.‘d import
docks, are shired by GSA officials as prototypes for other
new stations such as chat proposed for Columbia
Hrid?‘["_ Adlditional sites, i11L:||.|»:‘|:|:|'|g Los Indios, near
Blanco, and Zaragoza, near E] Paso, have been pro-
pasedd in negotiations berween Texas” Governor Cle-
ments and Mexicok President Salinas,

Program imperatives, incloding traffic separation,
securiry, and control for Customs, INS, and USDA
alike, are the keys o the site planning and interior or-
sanization of the B&M Seation. Due to the general
enst-to-west direction of the border, the B&M Station,
like most stations, is oricnted north-south. to ke aad-
vantage of ¢ross breczes, The largest building is a
14, (-square-foot autamohile inspection canopy, open
at the sides to allow ventilaton of exhaust fumes and
large encuph oo protect inspectors and vehickes from the
clemenes, The canopy includes hydraulic lifts and
ggents' ubservation booths, The canopy is ||:ul|_1 &1 |'|LI__!{|'|
to allow 12 to 18 autos and a bus or two to be detained
and examined at any one time.,

Besides its regional appropriatencss and sorong sensc
of arder, there is also a grent deal of technical expertise
exhibited in this complex. One celling sign is that the
inspection canopy and impore dock equipment com-
mand the grearese portion of the budget. Securty for
agents inspecting automohile traffie
at all the stations, according e RioGroup parter
Fobert Steinbomer—is provided by four-by-eight-foot
booths capable of stopping magnum-caliber gunfire,
Tall air-imtake stcks and dormers for exhaust regulate
air emperabe and control pollution for the open-air
wirk stations outside the booths, and air conditioning
aystems will deliver 2000 cuhic feet per minute of coal
comfort in and around each one, Bird-proof eanopy
soffits and dock levelers to adjust for non-standard
Mexican oocks of every size and configurmtion are just
a bew more of the SPD{]HEL':I.‘-'S- rhat the new border so-
tinns mst provide,

The niext largest structore is the main adminismagen
building housing the INS, U.S. Customs, and the
USIIA. This building toa i oriented north-south in the
divection of pedestrian flow, Fach agency has separace
work arens, communications, and personnel, The ING
and Customs each have short-term detention rooms,
equipped with alarms so that agents can summen help
when needed, deventiom=guality fomres, and ohserva-
tion windows, ‘The only sharved areas in the complex are
restromms, conference roomms, and kitchens,

il |.:-|'.i|:|.|£ CONOETT

Border Patrol Station, Eagle Pass
THE EAGLE Pass sTATION, by (P Meill & Perer archi-
teces of San Antonio (later phases of the project were
completed by Andrew Perez Associates), finished in
1085, is a regional headquarters for Border Patrol
agents located on a hillside with o good view of the Rio



Grande in the distance, Like RioGrowp, Andrew Perez
felt stronghe abaout the contmmal challenge of tis place,
and on many levels infused this project with observa-
ticms from the architectureand planning of the area_lis
hillside siting and materials—whie conerete block, red
metal roofing, and contrasting dewmiling of main facades
and openings—hring to mind the smeoo-and-tle ha-
cienidas of the past, a memory that is reinforced upan
closer inspection.

The complex, includi<g the smaron iself and a
nmainenance uilding, is ceganized along an east-west
axis nearly perpendicular to Highway 277, This allows
the building to stretch aleng the slope in a formal ar-
rangement reminiscent of the U.S. Army forts and pa-
rade prounds thar staked oue the Mexican and Indian
frontiers in the 19th cenmry: The indigenos architec-
ture of the region is also recalled in the s or
gosrrtyart plan of the public and agent entries.

Separation of different groups of peopls snd program
areds 15 8 priomty of this building type, st as it is in the
horder station. The agen: enory and squad room are
separated by a secure control room from the alien entry
and processing room, This main fonctional area of the
bmilding is denoted by a gable roof, while the support-
ing holding aress, inerdes and isolotion rooms, agent
Incker rooms, and offices ere flac-roofed. Officer secu-
rity and public image alse have high priongy here, a3
shown in the automatic gates of the alien entry and
discharge area and the losdon of the agent entmyat the
focal point of three formal axes and circulation paths
thar survey the maintenasce building, the helicopter
pad, and the parking areas for government and im-
pounded vehicles,

The smceessful syndhess of vugh-boilding impera-
tives and appropriacehy ransfoemed historical boilding
pactemns in the Eagle Pass Starion has resulted ina San
Antonio Chaprer/ALA Desipn Award, as well as the
station’s adoption as a prosotype by the Department of
Tusrice. The archiveets antempred w po beyond the

program statement in creating an archirecture that
speaks to the grester community—one that is acoally
unified rather than divided by the life-sustaining Rio
Grande. This may not tell the whale truth about the
Imilding’ purpose s o conorol and detention faciliy for
illegal aliens and smugglers, bur it does serve as a
modest yet dignified dvic symbol.
Although the role of

the Border Patrol Station
iz fairly strajghtforeard,
the Border Staton reso-
nates with the inherent
ambiguity of i15 position,
Like Janus, tao-face god
of the gate, thiz enigmash:

Conflicting public sentiment over the
border—the desire to gain from
open access, at odds with the fear

of losing control—show in two
profotype projects.

figmre muost smile both

wivg, b helic any prejudice towards either side. On the
ather hand, unlike a simple threshold, the station must
g0 heyond weleome to exhibic a policy that reguires
separation of desired people and goods frem unwanted
or illegal ones, Stations must clearly express the fact that
comiraband will he excluded.

Droring chis dme of shifting views towands inumigra-
tiom, amnesty, drog smuggling, economic conperation,
and protecdonist pelicy, it will be worthwhile oo watch
for any corresponding changes in Janus’ expression.
The regent proposal o dig 2 huge barrier dinch along
the California-Mexico border, and the discovery in May
ofa sophisticated drug-smugglers’ mnnal system acros
the: Arizoaa-Mexion line offer a striking contrast to of-
ficial support for new bridges and maguiladoas now
employing thoasands on both sides of the Texas-Mexdco
hoder, Conflicdng public sendment over the honder—
the desire to gain from open aceess, at odds with the fear
of losing control—uwill determine the future, TS

Architeat Narfye Appel of Honston &5 o soenber of the T5A
Pufdications Comenittee. Her Caliboel! Beacl Huonee, Gai-
veston, was fectrred i the Apedl 19910 issne of Architecture.
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